100	LORD CHESTERFIELD'S WORKS.
My friend respectfully signified to him his sincere approbation of his wise and prudent measures, and assured me that he had never in his life seen finer bodies of men, better-sized, nor more warlike countenances.
The ingenious contrivance of this wise and warlike potentate struck me immediately, as a hint that might be greatly improved to the public advantage, and without any one inconvenience, at least that occurred to me. I have turned it every way in my thoughts with the utmost care, and shall now present it to my readers, willing, however, to receive any further lights and assistance from those who are more skilled in military matters than I am.
I ask but two postulata, which I think cannot be denied me; and then my proposal demonstrates its own utility.
First, That for these last five and twenty years, our land forces have been of no use whatsoever, nor even employed, notwithstanding the almost uninterrupted disturbances that have been in Europe, in which our interests have been as nearly concerned as ever they are likely to be for these five and twenty years to come.
Secondly, That our present army is a very great expence to the nation, and has raised jealousies and discontents in the minds of many of his Majesty's subjects.
I therefore humbly propose, that from and after the 25th day of March next, 1736, the present numerous and expensive army be totally disbanded, the commission officers excepted; and that proper persons be authorised to contract with Mrs. Salmon, for raising